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transpori appeared and on the i/th the second. The
men were quickly sent on board and the ships sailed. On
the 27 June, as soon as the transports had sailed, the
orders were brought into force. The distribution of the
orders was only partly carried out by my barge, as I
thought a general distribution might awake the interest
of the enemy. I therefore ordered the letters to be sent
round by the English D.S.B. The order1 read as follows:
' Interned Squadron Command               17 June 1919.
1 Reference Number P. 39.
* To pass through the hands of Officers only!
' PERSONAL !
' TO ALL C.O.S AND THE LEADER OF THE T.B.S
' i. The necessary preparations are to be made at
once to ensure that the ship can be sunk as quickly
as possible on the receipt of an order.
* 2. Complete preparations are to be made as soon as
the surplus men are disembarked. It is left to
individual commanders to decide how far indi-
vidual men are to be called in to help, and how
much they should be allowed to know of my
intention without in any way imperilling the
scheme, e.g. by treason to the English.
' 3. The following preliminary steps are to be taken;
all doors down below and scuttles are to be left
open, such as bulkhead doors, bunker doors, all
doors in longitudinal and athwartships bulk-
heads, gangway hatches, ventilators, square
ports, etc. Depending on the opinion of the
commanding officers the following further steps
may be taken: the necessary measures for the
1 ('Note by the Author). This order is translated back into the
German from an English newspaper as the original fell into English
hands at the sinking.